                 Formal Written Traffic and the NTS





       Overview





Three part program

Saturday 5/1 9:00am to 12:00pm……..Sunday 1:00pm to 3:00pm

The message Ray Jones K1JPG


The operation non emergency  Ed Cote KA1EHR

Emergency Steve Craft W1SGC



The NTS system  Helen WC4FSU & Bob WR4FSU Straughn 
NTS History ……where did it all come from……….
A. WHY, don’t we all just get in there and help when and where we want??????

I. Chaos!!!!!

1. 235…..play tape of QTC being passed on VCTN …that was easy
2. 289…play tape of DX pile up….20mtrs 4/25 8:45am BX5AA Taiwan……….most of these people are licensed hams!!

3. 310…..play tape of NTS 4RN 40mtrs. 4/24 3:45pm

with QRN QRM QSB NCS is W3OJO joe in NC



    360….they get the job done! terry W4WNE to ben KZ8Q
4. play the “gossip” game

a. give a written message in secret to first person in class  ARITHMETICOM
b. have each person in class whisper that message to the next person.

c. Have the last person say the message he got aloud

d. Have the first person read the message he was given aloud

e. This is what you get without a structured format

II.Minimise Chaos, plan for chaos, remember the goal is to deliver an accurate     message from the originator to the addressee 
1. with FWT we have a standard for all to go by

a. when rx and tx stations understand the message format, both know what to expect.
b. both tx and rx are able to determine if something is wrong with the message, using features like word count and radiogram numbers, call sign look-up
2 messages have traceability.
a. most traffic handlers keep records and even copies of the messages they relay.

b. Messages can be tracked to obtain corrections
c. Return or service messages can be sent to originator

d.  I have a copy of the first message I ever took from JPG

3 Priority…..importance level of message is up front.
a.   priority of message places level of importance so handlers and net controllers know what to move and what not depending on the circumstances


111. Give it to Ray for Message
`B. OK now you have traffic

1. What do you do with it???
a. Where is it going?? Local or Away??

1. Deliver it yourself to a non-ham
a. As for the ARRL this is THE most important step






1. put a good face on Amateur Radio. Make it clear 





up-front that this is a free service of Amateur Radio 





2.call at an appropriate T.O.D.






3. be polite, cheerful, identify yourself






4. explain the “process”






5. don’t use codes or “ham speak”






6. offer to take a reply 




2. Deliver yourself to a fellow ham






1. call at an appropriate T.O.D.





2. be polite, cheerful, identify your self (call sign)






3. ask if ham is familiar with NTS






4. explain the process he/she may want to join in






5. don’t use codes or ham speak 






6. offer to take a reply, explain how ham may reply



b. take it to an NTS net for relay





1. Use the System





2. Make it Fun, use the mode or activity that is fun for you

Ie, SSB, CW, FM, Digital, Teletype….this is a hobby…it’s supposed to be fun!!!!!

3. there are plenty of people to help you, ask questions, get       


involved, 




4. follow the instructions of net control, he has experience 





he has done this many times before, that is why he’s 




in charge.




5. pass your traffic per procedure, don’t invent your own 





style





6. read your message like someone is writing it down, 





“someone IS”
Ideas for discussion: with Bob Ledford WA4IDI
Post on club website


Maps


Routing guide


Traffic net lists 


Blank message form


Q signals


Numbered radiograms


Message format

